Antonio Armando Fierro-Nuiiez, Ed.D.
Adjunct Professor

National LETRS TOT Instructor
aafierro_20@yahco.com

{915) 274-7814

The Challen*é of

‘%earmng toRead ©

Second Edition

What Is LETRS?

+ What about this LETRS acronym?
Language m

Essentla!s W* “3

Teachers

Or. Lauisa Moats. Author




Sopris West’

Content of LETRS Modules
Within the Language-Literacy Connection
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Types of Writing Systems
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Simple View of Reading

Reading is the product of decoding {the ability to read words
on a page; and language comprehension (understanding

those words! . iGough & Tunmer *%86
Language
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The Four-Part Processing Model for Word

Recognition

speech

sound system letier memory

language input

language output. ... . writing outpt reading input.
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Processes the speech sound system. Responsible for
functions such as:
— identification comparison. and manipuiatior
of sounds
‘asporsible for the dsvsicpmant of pheneme awars1ess
— pronunciation and production of sounds and werds
- memory for sounds. words. phrases
~ linkage oetwaen 3cunds speilings
and meamngs

Imptication. Taach phoneme identification gronunciation and
awareness If a student is aware of the phonemes that words
comprise, those phonemes become “parking spots,” or
mental slots to which letters are mapped.




The Job of the Orthographic Processor m

Processes letters, letter patterns, and
whole words. Responsible for functions such as:

recognition and formation of letters — stores letters

association of letters with speech sounds

recognition of letter sequences and patterns

fluent recognition of whole words
recall of ietters for spelling

Iimplication. Call attention te the internal details and patterns
of printed words.

“Students who have specific trouble in the orthographic processor will have
weaknesses in forming “sight word” habits, will be poor spellers, and will often
read slowly because they are sounding everything out lang after they should be

-Sopris West’

The Job of the Meaning Processor

Stores word meanings in relation to:
— other words in same semantic field

categories and concepts

- Words are “filed” in ralatcon o one arother aimrost hke a file
cabiner

— It's hard to lear wards 0 sciation we nead a SeMantic nersork
or meaning struciurs o put them into

axamples of words in phrase context

the sounds, speiling. and syllaties in the word

meaningful parts (morphemes;

i

Implication: Teach vocabuiary with attention to all these
dimensions of meaning.
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The Job of the Context Processor

Interprets words we have heard, named, or partially
identified, with reference to:

- language

— experence

— knowledge of the concepts

Also holds knowledge of sentence structure,
allowable word order, and the structures of
connected text
— aiso selects the right form of a word for the context
of a particular sentence

Implication: Teach the background that children need to
interpret what they read.
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Scorborough’s Rope Model

[ LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION |

@ Background Knowledge
@ Vocabulary Knowledge oy
@ Language Structures Cre SKILLED READING:
@ Verbal Reasoning “'&;,;’e,;' fluent execution and
@ Literacy Knowledge 9,94, coordination of word
¢ recognition and text
comprehension.

[ WORD RECOGNITION |

@ Phonological Awareness
® Decoding (and Spelling)
@ Sight Recognition




